chap, i.]       THE GOTH AND THE ARAB.	- 7
Greek empire • when provoked by the exactions of
the governors of Carthage, they asked help from the
Arabs in Egypt. Okba led an expedition, and ad-
vancing between the ranges of the Atlas and the sea,
reached the Atlantic. . Riding into the ocean up to the
girths of his camel, he cried aloud: " Allah 1 I call Thee
to witness that if these deep waters did not stop me, I
would bear yet farther the knowledge of Thy great
name !"
He had passed by the great old Roman province of
Africa of which Carthage was the capital, now a dis-
organised feeble state, unable to resist him; but on
his way back he insulted a Berber chief, and thus
roused all the fierce population to oppose him. He
perished in the struggle; but his lieutenant, Zohair,
continued it, stormed Carthage, and defeated both
Greeks and Berbers. However, a Berber woman, called
El Kahina, or the Prophetess, roused her whole people,
and persuaded them that it was the rich cities that
attracted their enemies. The Berbers needed only their
pasture-lands and date-groves ; let them destroy the
towns where Christian and Jew heaped up riches, and
their foes would let them alone. They obeyed her.
Every town and village from Tripoli to. Tangier was
laid waste. And for five years she reigned ; but then
was defeated and slain in a great battle with the Arabs.
Then peace was made, and the Berbers were forgiven
on condition of their joining the Arab force. Mousa
Aben Nassir, a really great man, succeeded in their
incorporation into the Moslem empire, and they be-
came enthusiastic believers, though without hating the
Arabs less. They even believed themselves the true
descendants of Ishmael, and fought for the spread of

